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THE METHOD OF THE LESSONS. 


Ar the risk of some repetition, it may be 
well to call the attention of teachers to the 
plan followed in preparing the ‘‘ Lessons,” 
and to suggest that what is expected of the 
scholars be always made clear to them. 

As an aid to teachers and scholars, the 
lesson is presented in three divisions; but 
there can be no separation of the school 
into three distinct classes, to each of which 
the respective divisions will be perfectly 
adapted. The first division may compre- 
hend too much for the youngest scholars, 
and still not enough for scholars a little 
older, who yet may not be equal to the 
task of taking the second division as a 
whole. The adaptation of the lesson given 
out to be learned to the capacity of the 
class must of course depend upon the 
teacher. It is easy to leave out a portion 
of the first division; and easy, also, to add 
two or three questions to that division from 
the second, if necessary. 

But the point to be dwelt upon with the 
older scholars is that the second division 
is not often complete in itself, but is gener- 
ally an extension of the first division. 
What has been given to the young scholars 
has not been repeated to the older scholars, 
but is just as necessary to the latter as to 
the former. Therefore the rule should be, 
in studying the lessons, to begin with the 
first division, and get all the information 
there given. Even the adyanced classes, 
following the outline plan, will find it help- 
ful to look over the lesson-forms of the 
other classes. 

In regard to the lesson for older schol- 
ars, another thing should be considered. 
More than one-half of the schools using the 


did not commence with the 
series. Two or three schools commenced 
as late as January of the present year. 
Scholars of these schools will often come 
to questions which they cannot answer, and 
perhaps not understand, because of their un- 
acquaintance with preceding lessons. Let 
such scholars be told that they need not be 
troubled about these questions, as all will 
be made clear to them in the class. It 
will certainly be expected, for instance, 
that those scholars who have learned pre- 
ceding lessons relating to private entertain- 
ments attended by Jesus, —and especially 
that of February 22, of last year, giving an 
account of the anointing of his feet by the 
sinful woman, — will be better prepared to 
understand and describe ‘‘ The Supper at 
Bethany,” and the anointing by Mary, than 
will those to whom the whole subject is 
new. 

At the same time, it should be impressed 
upon all scholars to do the best they can 
to meet all the demands of the lesson. The 
very effort, in itself, will be of great advan- 
tage to them. The desire of the mind for 
knowledge is increased by all attempts to 
obtain knowledge, and the power to make 
such attempts becomes thereby greater. 
The teacher will find a great difference 
between the receptive power of a class 
who have studied the lesson, though with 
meagre results, and that of a class who 
have not studied at all. 

The teacher may very often find it advis- 
able, in bringing out the subject of the 
lesson, to adopt a plan of his own, — one 
more in harmony with what he wishes to 
teach. But that renders it not the less 
important that the scholars should under- 
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stand just what they are to endeavor to 
accomplish, and the best way of accom- 
plishing it. 


LESSON XXIII. 
SALOME’S REQUEST. 


1. The Journey continued. The com- 
munication made by Jesus to the disciples, 
considered in ‘the last lesson, must have 
been made soon after his departure from 
Ephraim. Descending from the elevated 
region he had for a time occupied, his 
course lay along the Jordan valley. The 
route was the one usually taken by most 
of the Galilean pilgrims, in order to avoid 
going through Samaria, when they went up 
to Jerusalem. It was, perhaps, for the 
purpose of falling in with the Galilean 
bands, going up early to the feast, that 
Jesus chose this route. The Galileans, 
though not greatly influenced by the teach- 
ing of Jesus, had a certain attachment to 
him as an inhabitant of their own province ; 
and very many of them were so impressed 
by his presence and works as to have their 
Messianic expectations excited in regard 
to him. 

2. Salome. This name is nowhere directly 
given as the name of the mother of Zebedee’s 
children. It is only by comparing Matt. 
xxvil. 56, with Mark xv. 40, and xvi. 1, 
that the conclusion is reached that such 
was her name. It will be seen that each 
evangelist mentions the same three women ; 
if we suppose the last mentioned, in the one 
case as the ‘‘ mother of Zebedee’s children,” 
and in the other as ‘‘ Salome,” to be the 
same person. That the two writers did 
mean to designate the same persons is very 
probable. 

Though but little reference is made to 
them in the Gospels, it seems there were 
certain women, as Mark expressly states, 
who accompanied Jesus at times on his 
journeyings, and ministered unto him. 
Salome was one of these. She may, there- 
fore, have been with him in Perea, have 
gone with him to Bethany, and from thence 
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to Ephraim. Aside from her regard for 
Jesus, her interest in her sons would. no 
doubt, have kept her ‘in their company. 

The little circle of close friends, then 
with Jesus, knew that the going up to 
Jerusalem would be attended by important 
results. These results were depicted in 
their imaginations in accordance with their 
ideas and hopes. Jesus had endeavored 
to make the disciples see what was before 
him as he saw it; but their minds were 
utterly closed to his revelations. As they 
travelled on together, other bands of pil- 
grims joined them. ‘There were warm 
greetings and psalm-chantings. Enthusi- 
asm was kindled by the presence of Jesus. 
The feeling that he was the Messiah in- 
creased, and with it the belief that he was 
going up to Jerusalem to manifest himself, 
and:establish his kingdom. Salome was 
greatly moved, and became ambitious for 
What should be their place in 
that kingdom? She was determined, if 
she could bring it about, that the highest 
places should be theirs. She talked of the 
matter privately with them. It took but 
little to excite their ambition, and readily 
they entered into her plans. 

3. The Interview with Jesus. At one of 
their stopping places for rest, not far per- 
haps, from Jericho, Jesus withdrew a little 
from the crowd; walking on, it may be, in 
advance. Salome and her sons seized the 
opportunity of meeting him alone. They 
burried up to him, and cast themselves 
humbly to the ground before him. There 
seems to have been some diffidence, as if 
they were not sure they would meet the 
Master’s approval. They had a certain 
thing to ask, they said. ‘‘ What wilt thou?” 
Jesus encouragingly replied. Then, accord- 
ing to Matthew, Salome said: ‘* Grant that 
these my two sons may sit, the one on thy 
right hand, and the other on thy left, in 
thy kingdom.” According to Mark, it was 
the sons that made the request for them- 
selves. There is no great difficulty, how- 
ever, in reconciling the two statements. 
The utterance of the request was by the 
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mother. The request, however, was as 
truly the sons’ as hers. Mark makes them 
the principal figures in the representation 
of the scene, treating Salome as’ of no 
account; while Matthew makes her most 
prominent. With both the reply of Jesus 
is addressed to the sons themselves. It is: 
““Ye know not what ye ask.” Occupying 
these near positions to him would be a 
very different thing from what they had in 
mind. Would they be able to stand thus 
by him through all that was to come? 
They looked, no doubt, for a struggle. 
Jew and Roman would not peacefully sur- 
render their power, and submit to the new 
king. But they were confident that victory 
was sure, and felt strong enough to bear 
their part in the contest. They spoke in 
harmony with the visions that rose before 
them. 

Jesus replied out of his consciousness of 
what must be in the future. They would 
share his experiences, but in a way they 
knew not. The positions they sought it 
was not in his power to give. Such posi- 
tions in the kingdom he would establish 
were for those for whom the Father had 
prepared them. 

4. One on the Right Hand and one on the 
Left. On state occasions, the most honor- 
able positions are those next the sovereign, 
and are assigned to those whom the sov- 
ereign most delights to honor by admission 
into his friendship and confidence, and 
upon whom he bestows the highest author- 
ity in his government. By asking this 
nearness to the person of Christ, Salome 
was asking for them the first place in his 
regard, and the first place in authority in 
the kingdom that floated before her imagi- 
nation. 

5. The Cup and the Baptism. These 
words are frequently used in their meta- 
phorical sense in the Scriptures. ‘‘ Cup” 
of itself may denote whatever the cup con- 
tains, without regard to its nature; and in 
a still larger sense all the gifts and allot- 
ments of Providence to the individual. 
When the Psalmist says, ‘‘ My cup runneth 
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over,” he refers to his blessings. When 
he says, ‘‘I will take the cup of salvation,” 
he means that he will receive the favors of 
God with great consciousness of his good- 
ness and guardianship, with great joy and 
But the ‘‘drinking of the 
cup” refers generally to heavy and bitter 
experiences, to the afflictive dispensations 
of Providence. It may be that this comes 
from the custom of putting to} death by 
poisoning, or from the swallowing of bitter 
draughts for medicinal purposes. 

Baptism, in itself, was an external rite 
marking the entrance upon discipleship. 
Real discipleship, however, depended upon 
the reception of a divine influence quicken- 
ing the inward life. Baptism of water was, 
therefore, suggestive of baptism of spirit. 
But the entrance upon the spiritual life was 
sometimes attended by sharp trials, neces- 
sary to the expulsion of evil. Hence, the 
baptism of fire. Jesus saw more and more, 
as he progressed in his ministry, that the 
life he would bring to light could be re- 
vealed only through his suffering and death. 
He was even then on his way to Jerusalem, 
there to show and declare himself, and 
abide that result which was already too 
plainly revealed to him. As men went 
down into the waters of baptism, he was 
going down, in an earthly sense, into the 
valley of humiliation, suffering, and death. 
From such a baptism was he to rise into his 
true spiritual relation to men; as king in- 
deed, but a king whose investments ot 
royalty are the Father's love and truth, 
whose rule is in the hearts and lives of 
men. 

6. The Confidence of James and John. 
This arose from their interpretation of the 
question put to them. Forward and ambi- 
tious as they were, Jesus then had no 
rebuke for them. It was in pitiful, sympa- 
thizing tones he spoke. It was an element 
of bitterness in his cup, that his most 
trusted disciples were so dazzled by visions 
of outward glory. He knew that their 
‘*We can” had reference to the illusions 
of their imaginations, rather than to the 
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severe trials through which they would be 
called upon to pass. But he had faith in 
these disciples. The course of events would 
soon bring them to a realization of the act- 
ual state of things; and in the perishing of 
their earthly hopes, their eyes would be 
opened to the heavenly light. So it was in 
the tone of one who sees the suffering that 
must be and pities, who knows the good to 
which it will lead and rejoices, that he said 
with peculiar emphasis, ‘‘ Ye shall indeed 
drink of the cup that I drink of; and with 
the baptism that I am baptized withal shall 
ye be baptized.” But the depth of meaning 
that lay in the words they knew not then. 

7. The Places Sought; to Whom Given. 
It may seem strange that Jesus did not say 
to this mother and her sons, There will be 
no such kingdom as you are now expecting, 
and consequently no such positions as you 
seek. But Jesus, from the beginning, had 
represented the state of things he would 
bring about, under the figure of a kingdom. 
He wished this idea of a kingdom to be 
kept, and he desired that out of it, in the 
minds of the disciples, the true conception 
of the spiritual kingdom should be devel- 
oped. But of that kingdom, he never de- 
clared himself the sovereign. 
the kingdom of God. ‘Therefore it was 
very natural for Jesus to say that it was 
not his prerogative to assign places in that 
kingdom; but places would be given to 
those for whom they had been prepared by 
the Father. It will be seen that the words 
of Jesus are in close accordance with the 
general idea of a kingdom, and yet of a 
nature to lead the thoughts beyond earthly 
kingdoms. ‘The spiritual fact expressed by 
the words of Jesus, is that in the spiritual 
kingdom there is no arbitrary assignment 
of places. Each man’s place in that king- 
dom is that to which his character or spir- 
itual condition corresponds. That is the 
place which the Father may be said to have 
prepared for him. 

8. The Other Disciples. The interview 
with Jesus was not so private as to be en- 
tirely unknown to others. Curiosity was 


It was always 


THE TEACHERS GUIDE. 


awakened to know what had been its object. 
By degrees the truth came out. The ten 
felt that the two had sought in an unfair 
way to gain an advantage over them. They 
were much displeased, and no doubt spoke 
hardly of the two brothers and their mother. 
It can be imagined that the impetuous Peter 
denounced their conduct in decided terms. 
It was a revival, under exasperating circum- 
stances, of the old quarrel, Who should be 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus 
saw it all with pain; but he spoke no word 
of rebuke. He calmly unfolded to them 
still further the idea of the spiritual king- 
dom; and the ambitious desire and the 
sense of being wronged were left behind, 
as the disciples were lifted to a higher plane 
of thought and feeling. 

9. True Greatness. Let the circum- 
stances under which Jesus spoke to his dis- 
ciples be realized as fully as possible, that 
the deep significance of his remarkable 
words may be the better apprehended. 
First, after he had called the disciples 
together, he called to their minds the con- 
dition of things in tbe earthly kingdoms. 
In them there was pride of place and power. 
Some are appointed to positions where they 
can lord it over the people, and in authority 
over these are others in higher position. It 
was from these kingdoms the disciples de- 
rived their ambitious notions. He then 
distinctly says that this state of things is 
not to exist among them. Orders of rank 
in the spiritual kingdom are quite different, 
and based upon quite different principles. 
In the earthly kingdom is the desire to 
rule; in the spiritual, the desire to serve. 
In the former but few can attain the great 
object of ambition; in the latter, all. In 
the one there will of necessity be rivalries ; 
in the other rivalries cannot exist: for the 
desire to rule seeks the exaltation of self; 
but the desire to serve, the exaltation of all 
others. It was, therefore, the highest and 
most profound of spiritual truths that Jesus 
taught his disciples, and taught the world, 
when he said that he who would be chief, 
must become the servant of all. This was 
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not only the teaching of his words, but of 
his life. The scholars can easily under- 
stand what a difference it will make in the 
family, or in society, when each member 
cares more and lives more for others than 
for self. Thus it is in the society of angels. 

Another thing follows. There is no con- 
sciousness of place; but only delight in ser- 
vice, and in witnessing the elevation and 
happiness of others. One can thank Salome 
for that ambition for her sons, which drew 
such divine teaching from Jesus. 


LESSON XXIV. 
THE BLIND NEAR JERICHO. 


1. Approach to Jericho. The caravan of 
travellers still moved on. Its numbers 
had constantly increased, and there was a 
great degree of interest and enthusiasm 
among the’ different parties composing it. 
They approached the great and beautiful 
city of the Jordan valley,— Jericho, the 
‘¢City of Palms,” the ‘‘ City of Fragrance.” 
Coming, for the most part, along a rocky 
and treeless region, the entrance into the 
tertile plain of Jericho of itself excited the 
liveliest interest, and loosened the tongues 
of the pilgrims. But, more than this, in 
their company was the great Rabbi, whose 
works and teachings had become known 
throughout Jewry. Their conversation was 
in loud and joyous tones, and many ex- 
pressed their gladness by chanting psalms. 

2. The Blind Man by the Wayside. A 
blind man had taken his position on one 
side of the Jericho road, to ask alms of 
whoever might pass. He was astonished 
by the approach of this great body of pil- 
grims, who seemed so full of rejoicing. 
As those in the van reached him, he asked 
what it all meant. He was told that Jesus 
of Nazareth was passing. The blind man 
seems to have understood who he was, and 
immediately called upon him for his pity. 
Not Jesus of Nazareth, but Jesus, son of 
David, was his cry. This indicates that, 
either from previous knowledge, or from 
the shoutings of the crowd, he concluded 


85 


him to be the Messiah, the descendant of 
David, about to mount the throne of his 
great ancestor. The men in the vicinity 
of the blind man rebuked him. It was un- 
seemly in him to cry out thus to this great 
prince, or they were angry that such a title 
should be applied to him. But the man 
was not to be silenced. Here was the 
great opportunity. It should not be lost. 
So the louder cried he for pity from Jesus, 
son of David. 

3. Jesus. The Master heard the loud 
and persevering calls; and, stopping, or- 
dered the man to be brought to him. The 
tone of the crowd towards the blind man 
immediately changed. No more sharp 
words: but, ‘Be of good comfort, rise ; 
he calleth thee.” Flinging aside his outer 
garment, which would have impeded his 
movements, the blind man hastened joy- 
fully to Jesus. He was greeted with, 
‘What wilt thou that I shall do unto 
thee?” < Lord, that I might receive my 
sight:” the urgent petition. ‘‘ Receive 
thy sight; thy faith hath saved thee:” the 
prompt and decisive answer. Immediately 
his sight came, says the evangelist, and the 
man followed on with the crowd, giving 
glory to God; and all the people who saw 
what had been done chanted their songs of 
praise to God. 

4. Conflicting Accounts. Matthew says 
there were two blind men, and their call 
upon Jesus was when he was leaving Jeri- 
cho. Mark agrees with Matthew that the 
restoration of sight took place when Jesus 
was leaving the city; but says there was 
one blind man, and gives him the name of 
Bartimeus, the son of Timeus. Various 
suggestions are made with the view of 
reconciling these different statements. But 
it is, of course, impossible to reconcile 
them. Nor is it necessary, except on the 
theory of the plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures. They who receive the Gospels 
as the records of an inspired life are not 
troubled at such discrepancies, so long 
as that life is seen in all its purity and 
grandeur. No man’s salvation depends 
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upon whether there was one blind man or 
whether there were two at Jericho; whether 
the restoration was one side of the city or 
the other; or whether there was an actual 
restoration to sight or not. 

5. Agreements. The evangelists agree 
in those statements which are useful for 
instruction. There was a man in dark- 
ness. Hearing that one was passing by 
who gave promise of being the long-looked- 
for King of Israel, and who had the repu- 
tation of restoring sight, he called upon 
him to take pity on his blindness. That 
he had faith not only in his ability, but in 
his willingness to serve him, was shown by 
his persistent calling, even after being re- 
buffed by the crowd. He gained his pur- 
pose. Called to Jesus, he joyfully obeyed 
the call, and in answer to his petition 
received his sight. He followed his bene- 
factor, giving glory to God, from whom, 
by whatever hands, all gifts come. The 
lessons are: Be conscious of your great 
need; welcome the opportunity of supply- 
ing that need; cry out boldly for what 
your soul lacks; heed not the clamor of 
men; free yourself from all hindrances ; 
faith always saves; gratitude to God; fol- 
lowing where truth leads. 

6. His Garment. The simplest form of 
dress was that of a tunic, reaching, when 
worn without a girdle, to the ankles. But 
it was usually bound about the waist with 
a girdle, forming a fold over the girdle. 
Over this tunic other garments were worn. 
A common one was a sort cf cloak, called 
an abba. It was sack-like, with an opening 
in front, and a slit on each side for the 
arm. ‘This was the garment that the blind 
man cast aside. The inference is that it 
was easier to slip it off than to gird it up. 
The only thought of the blind man was to 
get to Jesus as quickly as possible, lest he 
should pass on, and the opportunity be 
lost. 


TrvuE obedience neither procrastinates 
nor questions. — Quarles. 
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LESSON XXY. 


ZACCHEUS. 


1. Jericho. Of this city, previous to its 
destruction by Joshua, little is known. It 
was afterwards rebuilt, and came again 
slowly into importance. The plain on 
which it was situated, watered by springs 
and rivers, was the most fertile spot in Pal- 
estine. The extensive groves of palm-trees 
in its vicinity gave it the name of the 
‘‘city of palms.” Wild fig-trees, syca- 
mores, oleanders, and other trees and 
shrubs of various kinds abounded. Its 
balsam gardens were a source of revenue, 
their product being highly esteemed, and 
peculiar to Palestine. The tropical climate 
of Jericho is owing to the great depression 
of the Jordan valley, in which it is situated. 
The city is 900 feet lower than the Medi- 
terranean, and 3,600 feet lower than Jeru- 
salem, from which city it is about sixteen 
miles distant; its distance from the Jordan 
being about six miles. 

In the time of Jesus, Jericho was a large 
and flourishing city. The Romans 
garded it as of importance on account of 
its balsamic products. Herod the Great 
had a palace there, where he resided a part 
of the time. It was there he died. Jewish 
priests, when not on duty at the temple in 
Jerusalem, made it their place of residence. 
The rich productions with which it abound- 
ed, made lucrative employment for the 
tax-gatherers. The Jewish element pre- 
dominated, perhaps, in its population ; but 
there was a large admixture of the foreign 
element. 

2. The Entrance of Jesus into the City. 
It was not a new thing for a caravan of pil- 
grims to pass through this city on the way 
to Jerusalem. Three times or more every 
year, Galilean and Perean Jews passed 
through it, in small or large bands, on 
their way to the sacred city. But in this 
caravan was Jesus of Nazareth. His pres- 
ence had attracted and kept together a 
larger number than usual. Just beyond 
the city limits, he had done that for a blind 
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man, which excited the wonder and joy of 
all. The procession moved on into the city, 
the pilgrims jubilant with their songs of 
praise. The whole city was moved. The 
people flocked from all quarters to learn the 
cause of this joy, and behold this Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

3. Zaccheus. Amid this crowd was a 
man of short stature. He tried to work 
his way towards Jesus that he might catch 
a glimpse of him. He was hustled about 
and indignantly pushed aside. The Jewish 
populace had not only no respect for him, 
but manifested a decided spite against him. 
But he was determined to see Jesus; so, 
disentangling himself from the crowd, he 
ran ahead and climbed into a tree which 
branched out over the road along which 
Jesus was to pass. Soon the procession 
arrived. His eyes were fixed upon the 
man he was so earnest to see. But he 
himself was seen, and maybe made the 
subject of derision by the crowd. But 
that was soon checked, for above all was 
heard the voice of Jesus: ‘‘ Make haste, 
and come down; for to-day I must abide at 
thy house.g Joyfully he hastened down, 
led the way, and received into his house 
with all honor the divine guest. Instead 
of exultations were then heard murmurings, 
for Jesus had gone to bea guest with a man 
that was a sinner. 

It is probable that Zaccheus was a Jew; 
but he had consented to be what few Jews 
of character were willing to be, a tax-gath- 
erer. He had arrived to the dignity of 
chief-publican. He superintended the col- 
lection of taxes in Jericho and vicinity, 
having collectors under him, who received 
the taxes from the people and paid them 
over to him; and he to some Roman offi- 
cial. His office was a lucrative one, but 
was held in detestation by the Jews. What- 
ever odium was attached to publicans in 
general would be greatly intensified as far 
as chief publicans were concerned. So 
Zaccheus accumulated wealth, but was 
subject to the scorn and hatred of his 
nation. 
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4. The Collection of Taxes. It was ex- 
plained in one of the earlier lessons that it 
was the Roman custom to farm out the taxes 
to be collected. That is, —Zaccheus might 
have agreed to pay the Romans so much 
money yearly for the privilege of collecting 
the taxes in Jericho. Then, all that he 
collected above the sum paid would be so 
much profit. This method of collecting 
made the chief-publicans endeavor to get 
the last farthing they possibly could legally, 
and was a temptation to them to go beyond 
the law, and force from the people more 
than was just. Whether Zaccheus had thus 
been guilty of collecting money wrongfully 
does notappear. But all the circumstances 
in relation to him would indicate that he 
might not have been a hard man. 

5. Jesus at the House. It is more than 
likely that Jesus went to the house of Zac- 
cheus in the afternoon, and remained till 
the next morning. He was entertained 
with all honor, and his disciples also. ‘The. 
rest of the pilgrim-band were received into 
other houses, or encamped about the city. 
As Jesus and his disciples supped that 
afternoon, the banquet-room and the court 
of the house were, no doubt, filled with 
spectators. Zaccheus, touched by the con- 
siderate kindness of Jesus, heard with glad- 
ness the words uttered by him to the 
disciples, or spoken to those standing by. 
He felt the wrong in his position, and was 
moved to right himself with Jesus and the 
world. He declared his purpose to reform. 
Jesus commended him, rejoiced in his salva- 
tion from error and wrong, and hailed him 
as one in the faith of Abraham. 

6. Restitution. The course taken by 
Zaccheus was the prompting of his own 
judgment and conscience. There is no in- 
timation that he asked Jesus what he 
should do. Had he, may be the same 
course would have been suggested that he 
decided upon for himself. The wealth of 
the rich young man was in his way, hin- 
dered him from becoming a follower of 
Jesus. So Jesus said, Give all to the poor, 
and follow me. But with Zaccheus another 
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idea came in. Some of his wealth had not 
been justly obtained. Restitution must be 
made. Doing justly was more than charity. 
He, therefore would give half of all he pos- 
sessed to the poor, and from the remainder 
he would restore fourfold to all from whom 
he might have collected more than the law 
justly allowed. This act of Zaccheus showed 
him to be at heart truly a noble man, and 
worthy the confidence Jesus had placed 
inhim. Were they who derided him, and 
called him a sinner, as ready to turn from 
their evil ways, and stand as firmly on the 
right ? 

7. Considerations. The desire of Zac- 
cheus to behold Jesus; that, in the manner 
of the man, which commended him to Jesus ; 
the friendly greeting of Jesus, and the 
throwing himself upon the hospitality of 
Zaccheus ; the influence upon Zaccheus ; his 
thorough repentance, and his heroic deter- 
mination to do what was just and right. 


LESSON XXVI. 
THE SUPPER AT BETHANY. 


1. The Departure from Jericho. The 
next morning Jesus and his companions 
prepared to continue their journey. Their 
next stopping place would be in the vicinity 
of the Holy City, whither their steps were 
directed. This nearness to Jerusalem occa- 
sioned some excitement. The old Messi- 
anic hopes were awakened in the disciples, 
and there was much wondering in regard 
to the manifestation of the new kingdom. 


‘Notwithstanding all that Jesus had said of 


the great trials through which they were 
to pass, and of the spiritual nature of his 
kingdom, visions of earthly glory still 
flitted before them. It was to meet this 


‘state of things that Jesus, before moving 


onward, related The Parable of the Pounds. 
By this parable, he endeavored to teach 
the disciples that the kingdom of God was 
not to manifest itself in the outward way 
they expected. The similitude was that of 


'- a nobleman going away into a far country 


to receive his kingdom, leaving his servants 


to look out for his interests. Upon his 
return, invested with power, he instituted 
an inquiry into the faithfulness of his 
servants, and rewarded them accordingly. 
His enemies, who would not that he should 
reign over them, he destroyed. In as far 
as the disciples took in the meaning of the 
story related, its influence was to withdraw 
their thoughts from the idea of any immedi- 
ate kingly rule, and of immediate rewards, 
and fix them upon the necessity of faithful- 
ness in the work entrusted to them. 

2. The Journey onward. Waving thus 
spoken, Jesus went on before, leaving his 
companions to come after, as he followed 
the zig-zag path up the mountain side. 
Their way lay through rocky gorges, over 
eminences, along a barren, uninhabited, 
forbidding region, for fifteen miles. They 
came once in a while to a khan, — like that © 
to which the Good Samaritan was repre- 
sented as carrying the stripped and wounded ~ 
traveller, — where they could stop for rest 
and refreshment. At length, after a weary 
walk of six or more hours, their road lay 
along the side of Olivet. Across the valley 
stood Jerusalem, lifted up amogs the moun- 
tains around. But not to the city would 
Jesus go that day. He turned aside with 
his friends to enter the little village near 
the summit of Olivet, and wended his way 
to that home where he was always sure of 
a joyful reception. 

3. The Welcome. His unexpected arrival 
occasioned great joy. Even Martha forgot 
for a time her household duties and per- 
plexities. The evening of that day was 
spent in conversation and quiet enjoyment. 
Mary sat at his feet, the longing of her soul 
satisfied; and Lazarus and Martha were 
near by. At times a shadow gathered, 
notwithstanding the deep joy. The order 
for the arrest of Jesus was still in the hands 
of the officers, and all who knew where he 
was were commanded to report the fact to 
the authorities. What was to be the issue 
of this coming up to Jerusalem? This 
question would arise, and could not be 
contemplated without forebodings. But, 
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with the going down of the sun, the Sab- 
bath had commenced; and no steps would 
be taken against Jesus the coming day. 
As for the rest, his wisdom and prudence 
could be trusted. And was he not pro- 
tected by a divine power? 

4. The Next Day. Jesus was the guest 
of the brother and sisters. But the house- 
hold of Lazarus was not the only family of 
the village that loved and honored him. 
There was Simon, a man formerly a leper, 
who was in some way related:to this family ; 
and he, too, would show his regard for 
Jesus. So it was arranged that he should 
give him an entertainment at his house in 
the evening. The ever-ready Martha vol- 
unteered to serve at the table, and render 
whatever assistance she could. Mary prof- 
fered her help. But Martha, with great 
kindness and delicacy, insisted that it was 
not needed. She herself could do all, and 
Mary might recline near Jesus, and be a 
listener to his words. The Sabbath passed 
peacefully. This Bethany family was not 
represented at the synagogue that day. 
They had a higher and holier service. in 
their own hgpe, the communion of friend- 
ship and love. 

5. The Supper. Dinner we should call 
it now, as it was the principal meal of the 
Jews, though partaken when the labors of 
‘the day were over. Towards the close of 
‘the day, the guests assembled in Simon’s 
house. They took their places at the table, 
Simon at the head, Jesus on his right, Laza- 
rus on his left, and below them the disciples. 
Mary did not recline at the table, but re- 
mained near Jesus to catch his words, and 
enjoy his presence. She had, too, her plan 
of honoring her Lord. Martha was busy 
with the serving of the feast. 

6. The Anointing. Mary had taken with 
her a box of precious ointment, such as 
would be kept in the house only by wealthy 
families, to be used, perhaps, for funereal 
purposes, or on important occasions. It 
was customary for maid-servants to wash 
the feet of guests, and anoint them with oils. 
Mary, out of her love, would do her Lord 
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the utmost honor. Approaching him, she 
brake the vessel containing the costly oint- 
ment, and first applied the precious nard 
to bis head. Then, kneeling, she anointed 
his feet, wiping them with her hair, which 
fell upon them, as she bent over them. All 
looked at her in surprise, as the sweet odor 
filled all the house. 

7. The Disciples. Judas was the first to 
speak. The workings of his countenance 
had shown his thorough disapprobation of 
the whole proceeding. Whence this waste P 
Why was not this ointment sold, and the 
proceeds devoted to the poor? Some of 
the other disciples felt there was something 
worth consideration in the words of Judas, 
and began to sympathize with him. These 
poor men were not used to such lavish ex- 
penditure, especially for the gratification of 
a mere sentiment. The feeling was decid- 
edly against Mary, and her extravagance 
was rebuked. 

8. Judas. The remarks of the evan- 
gelist in regard to Judas were inspired by 
after events. ‘There was then no doubt in 
regard to Judas’s honesty among the disci- 
ples. He was trusted by Jesus, and con- 
tinued to act as the treasurer of the little 
company. They had but one purse, and 
that was carried by him. So, whatever was 
contributed to the common fund, whether 
for their own support or for charity, would 
come into his possession. John intimates 
that Judas was in the habit of taking money 
from this common fund, for his own pur- 
poses. It was not, therefore, that he cared 
so much for the poor, as that he cared to . 
have so much value in his own possession. 
Plausible reasons for objecting to the ex- 
penditure of money for other than plainly 
practical purposes always suggest them- 
selves; but the objecting generally grows 
out of something beyond these reasons. 

9. Three Hundred Pence. This sum 
would indicate the cost of the ointment, 
about six dollars in our money, — an under- 
statement. Not pence, but denarii, were 


meant. A denarius is considered as worth 
about sixteen cents, as we reckon money. 
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The cost of the ointment was, therefore, 
from forty to fifty dollars. 

10. The Deed Commended. Jesus si- 
lenced the murmurings, and placed the 
deed in a new light before the disciples. 
No more fault should be found with Mary. 
She had wrought a good work. He, no 
doubt, commended the act as done in obedi- 
ence to the warm promptings of the heart. 
He, the most generous of men, knew there 
was a higher work to be done in the world 
than the mere relieving of poverty.. The 
poor they were always to have with them, 
and need never want for opportunities of 
relieving their wants. But him they could 
not have always, and this costly expression 
of love towards him would be blessed in 
their memories, and should appeal to the 
religious sentiment of men. This deed of 


“the woman should be related wherever his 


gospel should be preached, throughout the 
whole world, as a memorial of her. Mary, 
happy to be thus commended by her Lord, 
knew as little what his words implied as she 
understood the murmurings of the disciples. 
Her simple act had filled the house with 
fragrance. Little could she know how that 
fragrance would diffuse itself down the 
ages and fill the world. 

The allusion to the anointing as being for 
his burial must have touched their hearts. 
It is not quite easy to understand his words 
in this connection. Mary had kept this 
box of ointment, in case of need. She had 
used it in anointing him. He was so con- 
scious that his end was near, that he would 
have the disciples look upon the anointing 
as for his burial; and they surely would not 
complain because she had kept the ointment 
for that purpose. 

11. The Different Accounts. That Mat- 
thew, Mark, and John refer to the same 
feast is quite evident, though each in his 
description varies from the others. The 
anointing recorded by Luke (vii. 36, 38), 
and which made the subject of a former 
lesson, was on an entirely different occa- 
sion. It may seem strange that in John’s 
account Lazarus is made a principal figure, 


and Simon the leper does not appear ; while 
in, the Gospels of the other evangelists, 

there is no intimation that there ever was 
such a person as Lazarus. Who Simon the 
leper was is uncertain. It has been sug- 
gested that he may have been the father of 
Mary and Martha; that he may have been 
the husband of Martha; and then, again, a 
relation or friend to this family so dear to 
Jesus. That he had been cured of his lep- 
rosy is certain, and many think it probable 
that he had been cured by Jesus. Matthew 
and Mark do not tell who the woman was, 

and their stories are substantially the same. 

They have nothing to say of the anointing 
of the feet, and John says nothing of anoint- 
ing the head. The latter makes Judas prom- 
inent, and records the allusion to the burial. 
The former give the touching remark of the 
memorial. The story of the supper, as 
made the subject of the lesson, is a weav- 
ing together of the different accounts. It 
would seem from Matthew and Mark as if 
the supper took place two days before the 
passover. They may, however, have related 
it out of place, for the purpose of bringing 
it into closer connection with fhe perfidy of 
Judas and the arrest of Jesus. 

12. Suggestions. The subject is rich in 
beautiful and inspiring suggestions. The 
anointing by Mary, the pouring out of the 
fulness of her heart, most arrests the atten- 
tion, and suggests what it is to love unre- 
servedly and humbly. The love that exalts, 
idealizes, adores, Jesus approves, and holds 
up before the world. But this love is not 
to waste itself in contemplation and adora- 
tion. It is to fill the world with the fra- 
grance of its good deeds. 


WueEn a boy, I amused myself, as is 
common in Scotland, in hunting birds’ 
nests. In order to feed the callow young 
birds, it was necessary to chirp to them like 
the old bird to get them to open their 
mouths to receive the food. I found that 
chirping right was very difficult. So you 
infant-class teachers will find it difficult to 
‘chirp right.” — Rev. Dr. Ormiston. 
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WEEDS AND SEEDS. 


I wap a garden and a little child, 

And in them both there grew so many weeds, 
So very rank and tall they grew, and wild, 

I saw no space to plant the goodly seeds. 


And many hours I spent in weary toil, 
Mid burning suns and storms of childish tears, 
To root the weeds from out my garden’s soil, 
Which to the tiller’s eyes so vile appears. 


Yet day by day my care seemed all for naught: 
In despite of my toil still grew the weeds; 

And the free soil for which my hand had sought 
Nowhere I found to plant the goodly seeds. 


A kindly neighbor saw me o’er the wall, 
And asked me why I toiled so long for naught; 
‘For thus,’ he said, “thou wilt not work their 
fall, 
Nor gain the end for which thou long hast 
wrought. 


“Put in thy plow, then plant the clover seeds, 
And mark me if I speak thee not the truth: 
The seeds will grow and choke the hateful weeds 
To which thy tireless hand hath shown no 
ruth,” 


Ah, kindly neighbor, o’er the garden wall, 
Thou’st taught me what I had much need to 
know, — 
To fret not at the weeds which grow so tall, 
' But haste with liberal hand my seed to sow. 


T sought the heart-soil of my little child, 
No longer now to rudely pull the weeds; 

With God’s own truth I plowed the fruitless wild, 
In faith and love I thickly sowed the seeds. 


And now my garden yields me fragrance sweet; 
From laden boughs I pluck the golden fruit; 
My sickle now may find a harvest meet, 
There scattering weeds find scarcely space for 


root. 
Christian at Work. 


DEATH OF DR. TISCHENDORE. 


THE most eminent textual critic of the 
New ‘Testament, Professor Tischendorf, 
died in Leipzig, after a lingering illness of 
a year and a half, on Monday morning, 
Dec. 7, aged fifty-nine. His first critical 
edition of the New Testament, published 
when he was a young man, was received 


jo: 


with such favor as to indicate distinctly his 
future carcer. In order to compare the 
different manuscripts of the New Testa- 
ment, he was compelled to make numerous 
and extensive travels. He had been three 
times in England, and three times in the 
East. On one of his Oriental tours he was 
so fortunate as to discover the Sinaitic 
manuscript, which is the oldest known copy 
of the New Testament, and of inestimable 
worth in textual criticism. Much of his 
brilliant reputation was due to the discoy- 
ery, supported as it was by the keenest 
critical acumen and a marvellous power of 
physical endurance. His revisions have 
been circulated everywhere and to an ex- 
tent beyond all precedent. In Leipzig 
alone not less than twenty-two of his criti- 
cal editions have been published. His 
authorized English New Testament, con- 
taining the variations of the three most 
important manuscripts, was published by 
Tauchnitz, and in the first year (1869) 
nearly fifty thousand copies were sent into 
the United Kingdom. He died before he 
had: finished the work upon which he was 
employed, a large and comprehensive criti- 
cal edition of the New Testament being left 
incomplete. A manual of Paleography, 
which no one else is in a position to write 
as he could have written it, he had not 
even begun. The procession which fol- 
lowed his body to the grave was one befit- 
ting his work and life. The different socie- 
ties of students attended en masse, or were 
represented by delegates, Many of the 
university professors were present, as also 
members of all classes of society, commer- 
cial, civil, and military. — Nation. 


‘* A solemn murmur in the soul 
Tells of the world to be, 
As travellers hear the billows roll 
Before they reach the sea.’’ 


“ Speak truly, and thy word 
Shall be a faithful seed; 
Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed.”’ 


92 THE TEACHERS GUIDE. 


CHILDREN IN CHURCH. 


I xnow there are those who justify this 
separation of the young from the old in wor- 
ship, on the ground,that children cannot 
understand the ordinary services of the 
church, and that it is better they should 
not attend until they can appreciate and 
enjoy it. But however plausible this may 
seem in theory, the practical result is that 
many Sunday-school pupils, though con- 
stant in their attendance for years, yet 
forming no habits of ordinary church wor- 
ship, leave the school at last only to swell 
the number of that rapidly increasing class 
in our cities, who have no church home, 
church love, or church relations anywhere ; 
whose children in turn will be gathered as 
neglected waifs into some Sunday school, 
to be graduated in due time in the same 
way, with the same results. 

This is a very serious evil, against which 
we need earnestly to guard in all our 


‘churches. 


We should seek, of course, to make the 
Sunday school church-like, not a place for 
amusement, or even instruction alone, but 
for worship also. We should introduce as 
far as possible the order and sacredness of 
a church service. But we should not regard 
it or speak of it as ‘‘a child’s church” in 
any such way as to break, in the slightest 
degree, the religious sympathy between the 
young and the old; or to leave the im- 
pression that the Sunday school can ever 
take the place, even for children, of the 
worshipping assembly. We do not want 
a ‘*child’s church” any more than an ‘old 
people’s church.” We should worship to- 
gether, as we live together, in families. 
No Sunday school is complete which does 
not unite old as well as young in its in- 
structions; and no service for worship is 
complete which has no place for the lambs 
of the flock. — Rev. Wm. P. Tilden, in the 
“* Liberal Christian.” 


Ir you want to be rich, give; if you 
want to be happy, deny yourself for others. | 


No man can do evil and his fellows not 
suffer. The old sages illustrated the truth 
thus: ‘*A vessel sailing from Joppa car- 
ried a passenger, who, beneath his berth, 
cut a hole through the ship’s side. When 
the men of the watch expostulated with him, 
‘What doest thou, O miserable man?’ the 
offender calmly replied, ‘What matters it 


The hole I have made lies under 
3399; 


to you? 
my own berth? 


Tue religion of Jesus Christ.is altogether 
a practical thing. Just consider how we 
are taught any thing else that is practical. 
It is not by hearing or reading about mak- 
ing shoes that a man becomes a shoemaker, 
but by trying to make them. — Augustus 
Hare. 


To answer rightly a child’s questions, 
would give scope for all the wisdom of the 
ancients; and to illustrate needed precepts 
by example, would require the exercise of 
every Christian virtue. 


MEN will never know us by our faith, for 
that is within us; they know us by our 
works, which are visible to them. 


Tue best way to condemn bad traits is by 
practising good ones. 


THE sooner it is understood that no 
true Sunday school— one complete and 
well-appointed — is possible without a pre- 
liminary Teachers’ Meeting, or Preparation 
and Training Class, the better it would be 
for all who are in the Sunday school as 
teachers or scholars. — Henry Clay Trum- 
bull. 
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oe | NO. VI. MARCH, 1875. Lessons 23-26. 
LESSON XXIII.—SALOME’S REQUEST. 
[MaARrcH 7.] 


* Kindle our senses from above, 
And make our hearts o’erflow with love ; 
With patience firm, and virtue high, 
The weakness of our flesh supply.” 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Then came to him the mother of the sons of Zebe- 
dee with her sons, falling down before, and asking 
a certain thing of him. And he said to her, What 
is thy wish? She saith to him, Grant that these 
my two sons may sit, one on thy right hand, 
and one on thy left,in thy kingdom. But 
Jesus answering said, Ye know not what ye ask. 
Can ye drink the cup which I am to drink ? 
They say to him, We can. He saith to them, Ye 
will indeed drink my cup; but to sit on my right 
hand and on my left is not mine to give, but it will 


be given to those for whom it hath been prepared 
by my Father. 

And, when the ten heard this, they were much 
displeased with the two brothers. But Jesus called 
them to him, and said, . . . Whoever desireth to 
become great among you, will be your minis- 
ter; and whoever desireth to be first among 
you, will be your servant; even as the Son of 
man came not to be served, but to serve. — Noyes’s 
Translation, Read MATT. xx. 20-28; and MARK x. 
35-45. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— The highest places in the spiritual kingdom are for those who, 
forgetful of self, live most in the Father, and for others. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Who was the mother who came to Jesus, 
and who were the two sons? 

Sa-lo’-me ; the disciples James and John. 

2. Had Salome been at Ephraim, and was she 
one of the party going up to Jerusalem ? 

Most likely. She is mentioned as one of the 
women who attended upon Jesus. 

8. Did she hear the conversation that Jesus had 
with the disciples only a little while before ? 

No; as Jesus then called the disciples aside. 

4. Had she heard it, would she have under- 
stood it? 

No; no more than the disciples themselves did. 

5. Did she and they think that Jesus was going 
to make himself a great king? 


Yes; and that he was then on his way to Jeru- 
salem for that purpose. 

6. What did she mean by asking that her sons 
might stand one on each side of Jesus? 

That they might hold the highest place in his 
Savor ; be next to himself in power. 

7. What did Jesus ask James and John? 

If they could share his fate ; endure all that he 
was to suffer. 

8. What did they answer? 

They replied that they could. 

9. What did he say that those who wished to 
become great in his kingdom must do? 

That they must serve others, and be ready to 
give up their les for others’ good. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. Under what circumstances was this request 
made? 

2. Do vou think that James and John knew 
that their mother was going to make it? 

8. What idea had Salome and her sons of 
Christ’s kingdom ? 

4, What then was the request she made? 

5. Why did Jesus tell the two disciples that they 
knew not what they asked ? 

6. What did he ask them? 


7. What do those metaphorical expressions 
signify ? 

8. What do you suppose James and John 
understood by them? 

9. Why were the other disciples displeased ? 

10. How did Jesus explain the difference be- 
tween earthly greatness and spiritual ? 

11. Do you think that those who are really great 
in the heavenly kingdom are conscious of their 
greatness ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The journey continued; the women of the company; Salome; her ambition for her sons; the 
request; the ignorance of what was asked; the cup and the baptism; the confidence of James and 
John; the promise to them; the places prepared by the Father; the displeasure of the ten; the teach- 


ing of Jesus in regard to the spiritual kingdom. 


t 
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LESSON XXIV.—THE BLIND NEAR JERICHO. 


[MarcH 14.] 


Lord, we sit and cry to thee, 
Like the blind beside the way: 
Make our darkened souls to see 
The glory of thy perfect day!” 


SCRIPTURE 


And it came to pass, as he drew near to Jericho, 
that a certain blind man was sitting by the way- 
side begging. And hearing a multitude passing by, 
he asked what this meant, and they told him that 
Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. And he cried 
out, saying, Jesus, son of David, have pity on 
me! and they who went before sharply bade him 
hold his peace. But he cried out the more, Son of 
David, have pity on me! and Jesus stopped, 


MILMAN. 


READINGS. 


and ordered him to be brought to him. And when 
he had come near, he asked him, What dost thou 
wish me to do for thee ? and he said, Lord, to re- 
store my sight. and Jesus said to him, Receive 
thy sight; thy faith hath saved thee. And 
immediately he received his sight, and followed 
him, giving glory to God.— LUKE xviii. 35-43. 
Noyes’s Translation. Read also MATY. xx. 29934, 
and MARK x. 46, 52. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— The faith that saves heeds not the clamor of the crowd, but 


ardently seeks the divine help needed. 


FOR YOUNG 


1. Were there more people with Jesus when he 
approached Jericho, than when he left Ephraim ? 

Yes; many had joined him on the way. 

2. Who was sitting by the wayside near Jer- 
icho, and for what purpose ? 

A blind man, to ask alms of the passers-by. 

8. When he heard the noise of a great crowd of 
people, what did he ask? 

What it all meant. 

4. What answer was made him ? 

That Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 

5. Had the blind man heard of him before ? 

Most likely he had; and of the wonderful things 
he had done. 

6. What did the blind man ery out? 

Jesus, son of David, have pity on me! 

7. Why did he call him ‘‘son of David’? ? 

Because he somehow had got the same idea that 
the disciples had, that Jesus was a descendant of 


Dawid, and was to be a great king. 


FOR OLDER 


1. As you read the three accounts of healing 
the blind near Jericho, what differences do you 
notice ? 

2. In what do the accounts all agree ? 

8. What name does one of the evangelists give 
the blind man? 

4. Who was David, and what does the phrase, 
“ Son of David,” signify ? 

5. How do you suppose the blind man came to 
use that title in addressing Jesus ? 

6. Why did some of the people try to check the 
blind man? 

7. What was the effect of his perseverance ? 

8. How did the people change their manner 
towards the blind man? 


SCHOLARS. 


8. What did those who were walking in front 
of Jesus do? 

They sharply rebuked the blind man, and told 
him to keep still. 

9. Did he obey them? 

No; he cried out to Jesus so much the more. 

10. Would you have done the same, had you 
been the blind man? 

11. What did Jesus then do? 

He stopped and called the blind man to him. 

12. As he drew near, what did Jesus ask him? 

What dost thou wish me to do for thee? 

13. What was his answer ? 

Lord, to restore my sight. 

14. Then what did Jesus say to him? 

Receive thy sight; thy faith hath saved thee. 

15. How is it that Jesus helps us all to see? 

By making heavenly truth plain to us. 

16. What was the faith the blind man had, and 
we must have, to be helped? 


SCHOLARS. 


9. What do you understand by his casting 
away his garment? 
_ 10. What was the word of Jesus? and what was 
its effect.upon the man? 

41. How was it that the blind man was saved 
by his faith ? 

12. What is spiritual sight, and how is faith 
necessary to it? 

_18. What did the man do after receiving his 

sight? ‘ 

14. How is it that we give glory to God? 

15. What was the effect of this act of Jesus 
upon the people. 


_ 16. Why was the glory and praise given to God 
instead of to Jesus? 


OUTLINE. FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The approach to Jericho; the blind begging by the wayside; differences in the three accounts; 
agreements; conclusions in regard to the actual occurrence; the course of the blind man; son of 
David; the motive of the people; the act of Jesus; the faith that saved; the sight received; the 
glory given to God; Jesus the quickener of spiritual vision. _ : 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XXV. 


[MARCH 21.] 


65 
—ZACCHEUS; 


“So let our lips and lives express 
The holy gospel we profess ; 
So let our works and virtues shine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine.” 


WATTS. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And he entered and was passing through Jericho, 
And lo! aman named Zaccheus; and he was a 
chief publican, and he wasrich. And he sought 
to see Jesus, what sort of man he was; and he could 
not on account of the multitude; because he was 
small of stature. And heran on before, and climbed 
up a sycamore-tree to see him; for he was to pass 
that way. 

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, 
and said to him, Zaccheus, make haste and 
come down; for to-day I must abide at thy 


house. And he made haste and came down, and 
received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they 
all murmured, saying, He hath gone to be the guest 
of a sinner. And Zaccheus stood up, and said to 
the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
I give to the poor; andif I have taken any 
thing from any one by false representation, 
I restore him four-fold. And Jesus said to him, 
This day hath salvation come to this house, inas- 
much as he also is a son of Abraham. — LUKE xix. 
1-10. Noyes’s Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — Jesus, by becoming a guest of a chief-publican, led him to a 


life of righteousness and charity. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Did the people more and more flock to Jesus 
as he entered the city of Jericho? 

Yes; a very great crowd accompanied him as 
he passed along vts streets. 

2. How did Zaccheus (Zak-ké-us), who was a 
small man, contrive to see him ? 

He went ahead and climbed into a tree. 

8. What sort of a man was Zaccheus? 

He was the chief tax-collector of that region ; 
but probably was ‘not a very bad man. 

4. Did Jesus know any thing about him? 

Most likely he did, as he called him by name. 
Jesus had been to Jericho several times before. 

5. When Jesus came along to the tree and saw 
Zaccheus, what did he say ? 

Make haste and come down; for to-day I must 
abide at thy house. 

6. Was Zaccheus pleased at this? 

Yes; he hurried down, and joyfully led the way 
and recewed Jesus into his house. 

7. What sort of a house was it? 

As Zaccheus was rich, no doubt it was a fine 


house enclosing a large court, into which the people 
crowded. 

8. Why did the people find fault with Jesus? 

Because he had become the quest of a publican. 

9. Why did they particularly dislike Zaccheus ? 

Because, though he was a Jew, he was yet will- 
ing to be a tax-collector for the Romans. 

10. Did he allow any more than the just tax to 
be collected? 

Sometimes he did, in order to gain more money 
Sor himself. 

11. Did Jesus think it a good way to make peo- 
ple better, to despise and ill-treat them ? 

12. What was the effect of his friendliness 
towards Zaccheus? 

It made Zaccheus feel the wrong that he had 
done, and made him determine to do right. 

13. How did he show his earnest purpose to do 
right ? 

By giving half of his wealth to the poor ; and in 
every case where he had wrongfully collected money 
to pay it back four-fold. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. How do you account for so great a crowd 
being with Jesus as he entered Jericho? 

2. Describe the manner in which you think the 
crowd pressed about him. 

8. How did Zaccheus accomplish his purpose 
of seeing him? 

4. Why do you think that Jesus decided to be- 
come his guest? 

5. Did Zaccheus feel honored ? 

6. On what grounds did the people murmur? 

7. What is meant by a chief publican? 


8. How did the fact that Zaccheus was a Jew 
affect the people? 

9. Did Jesus approve his employment and 
character? 

10. What influence did Jesus have upon him? 

11. What did Zaccheus say he would do? 

12. Why did not Jesus demand that he should 
give up all his wealth? 

13. What was the salvation that came that day 
to his house ? 

14. How was he a ‘‘son of Abraham” ? 


. 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


Jericho; the entrance of Jesus into the city; the increasing crowd; Zaccheus; the feeling against 
him, because of his occupation; his interest in Jesus; the motive of Jesus in becoming his guest; the 
change in Zaccheus; the evidence of his sincerity; salvation come to his house; son of Abraham; 
the lesson to be drawn from Jesus’ treatment of Zaccheus. 


96 SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XXVI.— THE SUPPER AT BETHANY. 


[MARcH 28.] 


“The fragrant graces of the mind, 
The virtues that delight 
To give their perfume out, will find 
Acceptance in thy sight.” 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Then Jesus, six days before the passover, came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, 
whom he raised from the dead. 

There they made him a supper; and Martha 
served; but Lazarus was one of them that sat at 
the table with him. Then took Mary a pound 
of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and 
anvuinted the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair; and the house was filled with 
the odor of the ointment. 


Then saith one of his disciples, Simon’s son, which 
should betray him, Why was not this ointment sold 
for three hundred pence, and given to the poor ? 
This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but 
because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare 
what was put therein. Then said Jesus, Let her 
alone: against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this. For the poor always ye have with 
you; but me ye have not always. —JOHN xii 1-8. 


Read Marr. xxvi. 6-13, and MARK xiv. 3-9, 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — The gratitude of a loving heart, however it may be expressed, 


is like the sweet odor of costly ointment. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. At whose house did Jesus stop in Jericho? 

2. How long did he stay there ? 

Probably till the next day. 

3. What story did he tell the people to explain 
to them about his kingdom? 

The story of the nobleman and his servants, 
called the Parable of the Pounds. 

4. What road did Jesus take when he left? 

The road to Jerusalem. 

5. Did he go directly to that city ? 

No; he stopped to see his friends at Bethany. 

6. Supposing that he travelled to Bethany on a 
Friday, what day was the next? 

7. What did his friends at Bethany do for him 
on that next dav ? 

Made a supper for him and his disciples, at the 
house of Simon the leper. 

8. Is any thing known about this Simon? 

No; itis supposed he was related to Mary and 
Martha. 

9. Were the sisters and their brother all at the 
supper ? 

Yes; Lazarus was there as a guest, and Martha 
made herself very useful. 


10. What did Mary do to express her love and 
gratitude to Jesus ? 

She took a box of very costly ointment, and 
anointed his head and his feet. 

11. Why were some of the disciples surprised 
at this? 

The ointment was so very costly it seemed to 
them a great waste of money. 

12. What did Judas ae 

He askedin a fault-finding way, Why the oint- 
ment had not been sold; and the nwuney given to the 
poor! 

13. Was this because he was so kind to the 
poor? 

No; if money had been given, he knew he would 
have the spending of it. 

14. What did Jesus say in answer to the re- 
marks made? 

That she had done it for his burial; and it 
should be told asa memorial of her, everywhere 
that his gospel should be preached. ; 

15, What things can you do to show your grat- 


itude to God for the good that has come to you 
i through Jesus? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What parable did Jesus relate at Jericho? 

2. Were there others, besides Jesus and his 
disciples, who travelled on the road from Jericho 
to Jerusalem, on that Friday ? 

8. What can you tell about that road? 

4. Where did Jesus stop, and why ? 

5. How do you suppose the matter of the sup- 
per was talked over, and the arrangements made? 

6. Who were present at this supper as guests, 
and how do you imagine them reclining at table? 


7. How do you picture to yourself the perform- 
ing of the act of anointing by Mary ? 

8. What did she mean by this act? 

9. How did some of the disciples regard it? 

10. How do you understand what is said ot 
Judas? 

11. What was the commendation uttered by 
Jesus, snd what did he mean? 


12. Of what was the perfume that filled the 
house emblematic? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, — 


The stay at Jericho; the departure; the day's travel; the reception at Bethany; the Sabbath; 
the supper; the guests; the Jews present; the act of Mary; its significance; its effect upon the dis- 
ciples; Judas; the commendation of Jesus; the allusion to his burial; the memorial; the expendi- 
ture for Jesus rather than for the poor; practical suggestions. 


